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WILD HORSE CULLING — KIMBERLEY 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.50 pm]: Wild Horses Kimberley, Animals’ Angels Australia, Equestrian 
Western Australia, the RSPCA and thousands of individuals are dedicated to stopping the inhumane slaughter of 
wild horses in the Kimberley. We are somewhat relieved that it appears that the Department of Agriculture and 
Food and the Department of Indigenous Affairs have cancelled plans to muster, truck for 2 500 kilometres, and 
then slaughter, thousands of wild horses living on the Lake Gregory pastoral lease. But we are concerned that the 
government is preparing to approve an aerial cull of these horses based on what it claims to be overstocking and 
a need to save them from predictions of a drought at Lake Gregory. Those two departments claim that there are 
5 000 wild horses on the lease at Lake Gregory, but there is no scientific evidence of this. Our experts estimate 
that there are no more than 2 000 wild horses, but at least 5 000 cattle, on the lease. From an environmental 
perspective, most of the stock culled should be cattle. 

It is difficult to find a humane way to cull wild animals. Aerial culling is horrific, and causes panic and terror. 
Photos show the horrors of the last aerial cull in Broome in 2008. What happens during aerial culling is that 
shooters in helicopters miss, horses are left wounded to slowly bleed to death, and unweaned and orphaned foals 
are left to wander around until they die from starvation.  

Culling is an extreme action that results from poor management. It is not the fault of the victims. This 
government has attracted global attention for its callous and cruel plans. The government must immediately 
reinstate the five jobs missing from the animal welfare unit in the Department of Local Government. One officer 
alone cannot manage the welfare of animals across this vast state. The government must allow more time to find 
a solution and develop a plan to address this matter. Plenty of people have offered to help. But we need the 
government to coordinate these offers.  

Premier Barnett, and Ministers Hames, Castrilli and Redman, please ensure that if the horses on Lake Gregory 
do have to be killed, they are killed humanely; and please ensure that this action will never need to be taken 
again. 
 


